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Happy New Year! By the time you read this, you'll probably have made dozens of resolutions. And, if you're
like me, you'll probably have already broken most of them! As | write this, however, it is still a week and a
half before Christmas, we’re at the beginning of our second winter storm this year, and I'm dreaming about
the upcoming year.

What does God have in store for St. Philip in 2006? What will we see and experience together? How many
lives will be changed and transformed? They're exciting questions to think about and dream about on a cold
winter morning. I've heard from a few people that they feel like St. Philip is at a crossroads, and it is an

not only are we getting to know each other better and better, but trust between me and the congregation
continues to grow. We continue to welcome new members, and we have visitors more Sundays than not.

One of the roads we could take would be to hit cruise-control and sit back and relax a bit. The other road
that we could take is a road that requires risk, courage, and faith that God will lead us. | believe that God is
calling us down the road of risk, courage and faith. Current statistics suggest that 33% of people in Wayne
County are involved in a faith community on a regular basis. If that’s true, then that means that 67% of the
people around us are not yet involved in a faith community. We have a huge mission field, and hundreds of
people to reach with the Good News. Our work is far from finished and it certainly isn’t the time to sit back!

How will St. Philip accomplish our mission the most effectively? What will our priorities be in 2006 and
beyond? To start, | will be forming a Core Values Team in January. This team will survey the congregation
to see what priorities members hold dear. We will pray together, dream together, listen together, and
through a process that involves the congregation, we’ll put together a list of core values. Core values are
things that guide our decision making and help us set priorities. During this time, we’ll also look at our
mission statement to see if that still reflects who we are as a congregation and what we want to accomplish.




Discovering our core values and looking at and possibly revising our mission and vision statements is the
foundation work for the congregation’s future. It will be time well spent as we move into the future.

If you're interested in being part of the Core Values Team, please see, call or email me as soon as possible.
I would like to have the team installed when we install council members on February 5.

Dreaming with you,

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Annual Congregational Meeting—January 29" at 10am.

Sunday School resumes January 8" at 10am for all ages.

Presentation of Pastor Heather’s trip to Israel and Palestine: January 15 and 22 after the 11am service.
The first presentation will be about the trip specifically, and the presentation on the 22" will go more in depth
on the issue of the separation barrier and will tackle the question, “What can | do to make a difference?”

Installation of council members for 2006 will happen at worship services during the weekend of February 4
and 5.

INTRODUCING:

Jennifer Prylo has been working with the high school youth. She went on the mission trip last summer and
was so moved by the experience that she agreed to lead the youth group after Ben left for seminary. She
leads the Sunday morning class, and we’re currently brainstorming ways to make the youth group more
relevant and engaging for our young people. She will also be working with the group to plan a mission trip in
2006.

Jamie Adamik is a new member to St. Philip. She and her family moved to the area in 2005. Jamie and her
husband, John, have both jumped right in to the life at St. Philip. When Jamie joined the adult choir, it was
learned that she is a music teacher. Music leadership is clearly not one of my strengths, and while the music
during worship is top quality thanks to Hubert, Dottie and the choir, it hasn’t grown as much as it could.
Council approved me to look for a music director, and | immediately contacted Jamie. She has energy,
drive, creativity, ideas, and the skills necessary to lead and expand our music program.

Please help me in welcoming both Jennifer and Jamie! If you see me doing a “happy dance” at church, it's
because I'm so very excited to have them working with me. 2006 is shaping up to be a year of excitement
and energy!!

Pastor Heather
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AN UPDATE ON GWIN'S GARDEN GATE:
November 29, 2005

Some of you will remember that Pastor John Hessford from Lutheran Social Services in Michigan (LSSM) preached at
St. Philip this past June. During his sermon, he presented the plans for Gwin's Garden Gate, an independent living
house for older teen girls who were going to be removed from the foster care system because they were turning 18.
The goal of the house and the program was to work with these young women and equip them with life skills like
budgeting, cooking, cleaning, balancing their checkbook and the like. Pastor Hessford asked if St. Philip would be
willing to adopt the kitchen in the house so that it would be stocked with everything from utensils to pots and pans. The
response was immediate and enthusiastic. After each worship service that weekend, numerous people approached
me and indicated how excited they were for the project. Betty Childs agreed to coordinate donors and volunteers, and
worked to coordinate a kitchen shower. Betty and | went to the house and were overwhelmed at the thought of how
many lives could be positively impacted in that space. The hope was to be able to move girls in as early as July 1, so
the committee worked very quickly to get the items, clean the kitchen, and unpack everything.

As the summer progressed, problems began to arise that prevented the girls from moving into the house. Some of the
issues included zoning questions for such a house, logistical issues, and neighborhood sentiment. LSSM, the Teen
Life Committee (who had been working with LSSM on this project), Synod staff, St. Philip members and local pastors
all met together in August to brainstorm ways to expedite the process of moving girls in, enrolling them to school, and
acclimating them to the program and the neighborhood.

Ultimately, the decision was made to sever the relationship between the Teen Life Committee and LSSM. LSSM plans
to open another independent living home in Monroe County, but there is no definite timeline for that project. In the
meantime, there was talk of putting everything that was donated into storage. Betty talked to the committee and to me
about getting the items we donated and giving them to another ministry rather than letting them sit in storage for an
indefinite amount of time. These conversations happened in the aftermath of hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and we all
were in agreement that the kitchen items should be put to use rather than just gathering dust. Arrangements were
made for volunteers to go to the house, pack the kitchen, and donate the items to a ministry that works with women
who are starting over after being let out of jail.

When we got to the house, we learned that the Teen Life Committee is working with state agencies to open an
independent living house for teens in the foster system. The main difference from the original plans is that LSSM will
not be involved in the process. Their plan as of today is to move girls in January 1, 2006. The house mother is already
living there with her foster kids.

After much discussion, we decided to leave the kitchen items in the house for the program to use. In my opinion, the
people of St. Philip gave to the ministry, not to LSSM. To that end, the Teen Life Committee will put the items to use in
their ministry to young women. Be assured that | will maintain contact with the head of the Teen Life Committee, and if
their program falls through, we will retrieve the kitchen items and pass them along to other ministries.

In the very near future, we will be holding an event to support the jail ministry as we feel that is also a worthy and
necessary ministry. Our hope is to help people get back on their feet when they are released from jail. If you are
interested in this ministry, please see me at your earliest convenience.

Finally, I would like to share my thoughts: | shared with Betty that | was (and still am) so very proud of St. Philip
members. We heard of a need and responded quickly and abundantly. It gives me such joy to see people following
the leading of the Holy Spirit. | know that the items given in faith will be used to make a wonderful and powerful
difference in the lives of those who use them. As we discussed what to do, we all agreed that St. Philip is loving and
generous. Things may not always work out the way we intend or expect, but that doesn’t stop us from doing what God
calls us to do. For that, and for so much more, | give thanks. | am truly blessed to serve you as your pastor.

Blessings,

Pastor Heather



We're pleased to report that St. Philip adopted 7 households comprised of 10 children, 3 mothers and 3 senior
citizens. Each family including the senior citizens, also received food certificates for their Christmas dinner. Also,
$300 was donated to The Information Center’s Angel Fund to purchase an additional twelve $25 food certificates
to help needy families at Christmas and throughout the year, plus $165 was donated to St. Philip’s Good
Samaritan Fund.

Our heartfelt thanks to the St. Philip Thrivent members who wrote the Christmas in July letter and for requesting
Thrivent’s support of this project. Thrivent pledged to donate $400 if a matching amount could be raised from the
congregation. Members were asked to donate the The Adopt-a-Family project (Christmas in July) and by
donating more that the target $400 a combined total of $890 was raised. During this same time frame, an appeal
went out to the congregation on behalf of Lutheran Social Services to furnish the kitchen of a proposed group
home. The congregation demonstrated an outpouring of generosity by supporting both appeals. The kitchen was
completely furnished and the Adopt-a-Family Project fund was established.

Note: We do not have the names of the families who donated in July and yet we want to thank each and
every one of you from the bottom of our hearts. Your gifts made this year’s project a great success.

Seventeen members volunteered to wrap the 115 gifts. Before wrapping the gifts, a delicious pizza dinner,
provided by Mike Price through Bellacino’s of Riverview, was enjoyed by all. Gifts were bagged according to
family and were delivered the following day to The Information Center Inc., which coordinates the AAF project for
the downriver area. The wrappers were: Suzanne Abray, Patricia Barrett, Marge Barrett, Deanna Barrett, Gina
Bumgardner, Pastor Heather, Kay lkola, Diana Klingelhafer, Denise Kwalton, Carol Leimstall, Debbie Medlin, Bev
Meggison, Joyce Nielsen, Carolyn Norello, Jennifer Prylo, Joan Schoen and Gloria Summers. Those who stayed
to bag the gifts were Marge Barrett, Deanna Barrett, Pastor Heather, Kay Ikola and

Bev Meggison. Also, thanks to Bob Ferstle for getting the tables to the narthex, to JT Barrett for setting all of
them up, to our secretary Dawn Bajorek for assisting with the project forms and to April Eynon for monitoring the
finances.

An important part of the project is keeping track of all the gifts tages. Many thinks to those who helped with the
donor registry and return. They were: Deanna Barrett, Marge Barrett, Rita Busdeker, Nathan Church, Mae 1ho,
Ted lkola, Kay Ikola, Diana Klingelhafer, Beth Koller, Peggy Kubera, Carol Leimstoll, Bev Meggison, Joyce
Nielsen, Gloria Summers and Sharon Warner. Thanks to the drivers who delivered the gifts to The Information
Center on Monday: Deanna Barrett and Ted Ikola.

Of course this project would not be possible without the generosity of the many members who selected gift tages
and purchased gifts. Participating families were:



Abray
Adamik
Ardnt

Bacon
Barrett, M.
Barrett, P.
Barrett, T.
Bezeau
Bumgardner
Busdeker

Campbell, A.

Childs
Church
Conaway
Crlencic
Denny

Eggleston, J.

Fekete
Ferstle
Goniwika
Gornick
Hale, D.
Hanusik
Holland
Hudock
Ikola
Julian
Klingelhafer
Koller
Kubera
Kwalton
LaLande

Lawson
Leimstoll
Leonard
Loudon
Medlin
Meggison
Miller, E.
Morris
Napper
Nemeth
Nielsen
Newton
Noel
Norello
Pinkowski
Price

Prylo
Riach
Rodgers
St. Charles
Sample
Sargent
Schoen, J.
Schoen, L.
Stahl
Summers
Thompson
Von Stritzky, O.
Warren
Worden

Thrivent requested that we keep track of volunteer hours spent of behalf of the project and it was interesting to
see just how much energy goes into a project of this size.
Church members accumulated a total of 222 hours and this includes one hour allotted to each household for the

selection of tags/purchase of gifts/and delivery of gifts to church. It was a pleasure working with all of you and we
would like to thank you for your generosity and kindness.

Deanna Barrett, Kay Ikola, Bev Meggison, Co-Chair



Dear Members of St. Philip Lutheran Church: A
sincere Thank you from the men at the New Life
Rescue Mission in Detroit for all of the clothing you
graciously donated. With the cold weather arriving,
the warm coats and clothing are much needed and
appreciated. Thank you for all your support.
Yours in Christ,
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We would like to
say thank you to everyone for the cards, baked
good, gift certificates and generous financial gift! We

) both feel so blessed to be part of such a wonderful
community.
God'’s Blessings to you all,



% %
& mi ( %
# #
(
( L )
3
4 5 0
6/
.7
+
(
8 711 & /
(
4 *6;, &. 6-./ *6;, -6, & #*
5 *6; *, 17
3 >



