St. Philip Lutheran Church
Newsletter

November & December 2006 Trenton, Ml 48183

Sunday, Christmas Eve, morning worship at 10am. There will be no Sunday school that day.
Christmas Eve candlelight services will be at 5pm, 7pm, and 11pm.
Sunday, New Year’s Eve, we will worship at 10am only. There will be no Sunday school that day.

Our regular schedule will resume the weekend of January 6 and 7.
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Where has the year gone?

If you're like me, you're probably looking at your calendar with a feeling of disbelief. How in the world is it already
October (when I'm writing this)? Wasn't it just Easter? Where did summer go?

Indeed, it seems like we live life on fast-forward. That's why I'm relieved to look forward to Advent this year.
Usually, my Advent articles bemoan the idea of waiting and the impatience | feel. This year, though, I'm looking
forward to the slower pace of Advent.

Advent marks the beginning of the church year. We start out waiting for the good news that the Baby Jesus has
been born. We also wait for the second coming of Jesus, when He will come back in fullness and glory. Even
though the malls and stores will be filled with Christmas music probably in early November, we won'’t sing
Christmas hymns until Christmas Eve. That's not because | want to make people miserable; instead, it's because
it's important for us to wait. Waiting for the announcement of the Savior’s birth gives us time to reflect on our
need for a Savior. If we skip Advent, we miss that valuable time of waiting and reflecting on our need.



During this time of waiting, | invite you to make a spiritual practice part of your daily routine. Maybe you'll want to
read a daily devotional each night at the dinner table as a family. Or perhaps you might want to read the lessons
that are printed in the announcements each week. Whatever it is that you do, | pray that God will bless you
through that discipline.

Happy waiting!

Blessed to be serving with you,

Taking Care of One Another:

During this holiday season, take a moment to remember those on our prayer list. Some ideas include:
sending a card, phoning them, delivering a meal and sharing a visit.

The Gathering

Pastor Heather and Mike Leonard will be traveling with six of our high school students to the Michigan
Statewide Youth Gathering held in Lansing December 27-30. Please hold the participants of this
amazing event in your prayers!

An expanding ministry

Some time ago, Jan Mcintee began collecting money to purchase formula for two downriver pregnancy
centers. Through your generosity and matching grants from Thrivent, Jan has purchased thousands of
dollars worth of formula.

In addition to delivering formula, Jan also continued to deliver fruit to the Wayne County Family Center.
As she was doing that, she started to take excess food from one food pantry to the other, depending on
the needs of the pantries.

Recently, Jan was asked to join Gleaners Food Bank and has taken the necessary tests to obtain her
food handler license. What that means is that Jan will be able to be a member of Gleaners and
purchase food at a greatly reduced price, thus allowing her to serve more people.

To give you an idea of the cost of food and formula, this is list of what she has ordered this month:
20 cases of baby food --------- Free

15 cases of Chocolate milk----- Free
10 cases Similac (baby formula--$3.78 per case--at Meijer’s it would have been at least $300 - $500.)

Cereal -------------mmcmeeeeeee 6 cases @ $1.96 a case
Meat (lunch meat)--------------- 5 cases @.07cents

Egg Noodles------------=-=----- 3 cases @ $1.20 a case
Sloppy Joe Sauce--------------- 2 cases @ $3.78 per case
Instant Potatoes----------------- 3 cases @ $1.20 per case
Corn (canned)------------------ 3 cases @ $2.80 per case

Total Cost: $94.14



When you see the big baby bottle, please consider dropping your loose change in it (of course, the
green kind of money is always welcome too!). Your support will enable Jan to feed a lot more people on
our behalf. The pantries she currently serves are: Wayne County Family Center, Trenton Food Pantry,
Vet® Haven, Downriver Food Pantry, Riverview Church of God Food Pantry. The idea is that she will
continue to serve pantries too small to join Gleaners. They are allowing her to join because she takes
Gleaner® food to pantries too small to actually join Gleaners.

If you'd like to be a part of this exciting, growing ministry, please don't hesitate to talk to Jan. The Lord
is blessing thousands of people through your donations!
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Patricia Rayle
Dustin Mobley
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Not only is the end of the year drawing near, but
the end of my three year term with the Youth
and Family ministry is winding down as well.
Come January, we will be asked to select new
members to the Church Council. Since | have a
new 45 hour a week job, | am not going to run
this time, so I'd like you to think about joining in
my place. Please do not think that you have to
do the same things that | did. You may even
wind up on a different ministry, if you so desire.
However, if you do select Youth and Family, you
can tailor it to your own style. You can also ask
other members to get involved and help with
certain age groups. You can work with your
committee to plan whatever events you think the
children and their families would enjoy. You can
do as much as you like, or delegate as much as
you like. We are being blessed with more and
more children every Sunday, and frankly | think
they need someone younger than me.

So what is actually involved? There are monthly
council meetings, about an hour the second
Monday of every month not including the
summer months. You can have monthly
outings, you could do crafts at church. You
could do service projects or meet at someone’s
home for pizza and a movie. The ideas are as
boundless as the children’s energy. Please
search your heart and see if you hear a voice
saying, “I think I could do that!” Otherwise, I'll
have to nominate you this January...........
Susan Pinkowski

On Sunday, November 26", at 6:00pm, David
Kren will be at St. Philip to present “King David”
for our annual Advent program. His
presentation will be followed by decorating our
Christmas tree and singing Christmas Carols.
Before the program, we will have a potluck
dinner at 4:30pm. in the fellowship hall. Join us
for a wonderful family evening!
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